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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 2840 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PINT MILI ASEC LE 

SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION: MAY 22, 1978 1300 HOURS LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 2794 (DTG 181 1 10Z MAY 78) 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: UN ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROBERTO GUYER MET 
WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS IN BEIRUT ON MAY 20 AND YASIR ARAFAT IN 
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DAMASCUS ON MAY 21. PALESTINIANS IN CHATEAU BEAUFORT SHELLED 
CHRISTIAN POSITIONS IN SOUTH LEBANON. UNKNOWN PERSONS PAINTED 
THE PROPHET'S NAME ON THE STREET ACROSS FROM THE AMERICAN EMBASSY. 
PRIME MINISTER AL HOSS AND SPEAKER KAMAL AL-ASSAD DIFFERED PUB- 
LICLY ABOUT THE PERMANENCE OF THE PRESENT CABINET. END SUMMARY. 

2. UN REP IN BEIRUT AND DAMASCUS. 
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UN ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROBERTO GUYER MET WITH PRESIDENT SARKIS 
IN BEIRUT ON MAY 20 AND WITH YASIR ARAFAT IN DAMASCUS ON MAY 21. 
GUYER GAVE PRESIDENT SARKIS A MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY-GENERAL 
WALDHEIM EXPRESSING THE DESIRE OF THE UN TO COOPERATE WITH ALL 
PARTIES CONCERNED TOWARD THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNSC RESOLUTION 
425. ACCORDING TO L'ORIENT-LE JOUR, ARAFAT REAFFIRMED THE PLO'S 
WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE WITH UNIFIL IF: (A) ISRAEL WITHDREW 
COMPLETELY FROM SOUTH LEBANON; (B) THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE CAIRO 
AGREEMENT WERE RESOLVED. IN THIS CONNECTION. A PLO SPOKESMAN, 
ABDIL MOHSIN ABU MAYZAR, TOLD REPORTERS IN DAMASCUS THAT THE 
PLO WAS WILLING TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GOL TO DISCUSS 
PALESTINIAN/LEBANESE RELATIONS. (NOTE: GUYER ARRIVED IN BEIRUT 
ON MAY 19, NOT MAY 17 AS REPORTED PREVIOUS SITREP). 

3. SITUATION IN SOUTH LEBANON. 

ON MAY 19 PALESTINIANS IN CHATEAU BEAUFORT SHELLED CHRISTIAN 
POSITIONS IN MARJAYUN AND DAYR MIMAS. THE SAME DAY NEGOTIATIONS 
RESULTED IN THE PEACEFUL WITHDRAWAL OF 60 OF 80 ARMED PALESTI- 
NIANS WHO HAD TAKEN UP HILLTOP POSITIONS ABOUT SEVEN MILES EAST 
OF TYRE. ACCORDING TO IKE. UNIFIL'S TOTAL STRENGTH AS OF MAY 22 
WAS ABOUT 4500 (SEPTEL). 

4. SECURITY SITUATION IN BEIRUT. 
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A. DAILY INCIDENTS CONTINUE IN BEIRUT. ON MAY 19 UNKNOWN ASSAIL- 
ANTS AGAIN BOMBED SMITH'S, A POPULAR GROCERY STORE IN WEST BEIRUT, 
CAUSING MATERIAL DAMAGE BUT NO CASUALTIES. THE SAME DAY. A GUN- 
MAN SHOT AT BUT MISSED GEORGE SHAMI. THE DIRECTOR OF A BRANCH OF 
THE LEBANESE UNIVERSITY IN THE CHRISTIAN SUBURB OF FURN ASH- 
SHUBBAK. THE GUNMAN WAS APPARENTLY ACTING AT THE BEHEST OF TWO 
STUDENTS WHO WERE NOT ALLOWED TO ENROLL THIS SEMESTER BECAUSE 
THEY HAD APPLIED AFTER THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION. 

B. DURING THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF MAY 21 , AN UNKNOWN PERSON 
PAINTED THE PROPHET S NAME ON THE STREET ACROSS FROM THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY. LOCAL MUSLIMS CONSIDER THIS A SERIOUS INSULT. LOCAL 
GUNMEN FIRED PISTOLS INTO THE SEA ACROSS FROM THE EMBASSY IN 
PROTEST. 

5. AL HOSS/AL ASSAD CONTROVERSY. 

PRIME MINISTER AL HOSS AND SPEAKER KAMAL AL ASSAD HAVE ENGAGED 
IN A PUBLIC SQUABBLE OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS, AS REPORTED BY IKE. 

ON MAY 17 A REPORTER ASKED ASSAD WHETHER THE CABINET WOULD IMPLE- 
MENT PARLIAMENT'S SIX-POINT DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. ASSAD 
REPLIED HE DID NOT EXPECT THE CABINET TO COMMIT ITSELF "BECAUSE 
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IT IS A TEMPORARY GOVERNMENT." ON MAY 18 HOSS TOOK EXCEPTION TO 
ASSAD'S ASSERTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS TEMPORARY. HOSS SAID 
HE HAD AGREED EARLIER WITH THE SPEAKER THAT THE CABINET AFTER 
WITHDRAWING ITS RESIGNATION WAS "IN A STATE OF CONTINUITY." 

ASSAD REPLIED ON MAY 19: "WHAT DO YOU MEAN AGREED? WE AGREED 
ON THE REFLOATING OF THE GOVERNMENT, THAT'S ALL." 

6. NOTE: THE TSRAF.I .-LEBANON MIXED ARMISTICE COMMISSION (ILMAC) 
HAS RECENTLY TAKEN ON THE ADDITIONAL FUNCTION OF UNITED NATIONS 
LIAISON OFFICER/BEIRUT (UNLOB). ILMAC WILL CONTINUE TO EXIST. 

AND FRENCH COLONEL JEAN ESPINASSY WILL BE IN CHARGE OF BOTH 
FUNCTIONS. 

LANE 
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NNN 
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